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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  1897. 


Burley-in-Wharfedale, 

J amt  ary  2^th,  i8g8. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
Gentlemen, 

The  District  covered  by  this  report  includes  the  village  of 
Burley  and  the  hamlet  of  Woodhead.  It  is  3,I33  acres  in  area, 
and  at  the  last  census  (1891)  had  a population  of  2,661.  Most 
of  the  land  is  devoted  to  pasture,  the  soil  being  a heavy  clay. 
The  commercial  prosperity  of  the  district  is  guaranteed  by  the 
large  spinning  and  manufacturing  mill  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Fison  & 
Co.,  other  industries  providing  employment  being  Messrs.  Gill’s 
bleach  works,  and  a Steam  Laundry. 

There  are  some  580  houses  in  the  village  and  at  Wood- 
head,  all  occupied,  and  there  is  urgent  need  for  more.  The 
land  to  the  south  of  the  railway,  on  the  hill  slope  approaching 
Rombalds  Moor,  is  eminently  suitable  for  suburban  villa 
residences,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  advantage  is  being 
taken  of  the  fine  situation. 
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POPULATION. 

In  my  last  report  I explained  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  district, 
after  the  lapse  of  some  years  from  the  (ifficial  census.  I then  took 
the  number  at  2,800,  and  to  be  within  the  limit,  have  added  25 
to  that  number,  to  give  an  approximate  idea  for  our  statistics 
in  1897. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  82, 
the  highest  since  1894,  when  the  same  number  was  reached. 
There  were  40  males  and  42  females,  and  the  birth-rate  is  equal 
to  29  per  1,000  of  the  inhabitants.  This  rate  has  only  been 
exceeded  once,  viz., 'in  1894,  when  the  same  number  of  births, 
w'ith  a smaller  population,  gave  a rate  of  303.  Last  year  the 
rate  was  27. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  occuring  within  the 
district  during  the  year  was  32,  17  males  and  15  females,  but  of 
these,  2 (i  male  and  i female)  were  those  of  strangers  dying 
suddenly,  and  5 (3  males  and  2 females)  those  of  infants 
prematurely  born  and  surviving  their  births  but  a short  time- 
The  number  of  deaths  therefore,  which  occurred  from  causes 
reflecting  on  the  health  of  the  district  was  25,  and  the  corrected 
rate  of  mortality  for  the  year  w'as  8^84  per  1,000.  This  is  an 
extremely  low  death-rate,  and  one  that  has  never  before  been 
reached  in  these  reports  ; the  previous  lowest  being  13  in  1894  ; 
the  death-rate  in  1896  was  20. 


MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

At  all  ages,  25  ; under  i year,  3 ; i and  under  5,3;  5 and 
under  15,  2 ; 15  and  under  25,  i ; 25  and  under  65,  10  ; 65  and 
upwards,  6. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Phthisis  or  pulmonary  consumption  was  ascribed  as  the 
cause  of  death  in  two  cases,  and  other  respiratory  diseases 
(bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy)  were  responsible  for  five, 
Croup  or  laryngitis  caused  two  deaths,  and  three  were  due  to 
diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system.  Cancer  proved  fatal  in 
three  instances,  and  a like  number  of  persons  succumbed  to  old 
age.  Whooping  cough,  heart  disease,  tetanus,  and  marasmus  or 
wasting  disease  were  also  represented  in  the  list  of  fatal  illnesses. 
One  death  was  due  to  typhoid  fever. 


MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  DIFFERENT  CAUSES. 

1897.  1896.  West  Riding,  1896. 
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DISEASE  PREVALENT. 


The  past  year  was  a very  healthy  one  in  this  district.  The 
fine  summer  and  autumn  was  conducive  to  good  health,  and  the 
village  was  free  from  those  diseases  which  caused  such  high 
death-rates  throughout  the  country.  Epidemic  diarrhoea  and 
fevers  being  conspicuous  by  their  absence  in  the  later  months  of 
the  year.  Our  system  of  weekly  removal  of  all  refuse  was  the 
chief  cause  of  this  immunity  from  these  diseases. 

A few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred,  isolated  examples  of 
the  disease,  and  no  spread  of  the  complaint  took  place.  Two 
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cases  originated  from  a cellar  drain  communicating  with  the 
main  sewer,  and  two  others  were  directly  traced  to  other 
districts.  No  epidemic  of  any  kind  was  noted.  We  are  very 
free  from  zymotic  disease  in  Burley,  and  for  this  we  must  credit 
the  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act,  and  the  prompt  measure.s 
taken  for  ensuring  isolation.  At  present  we  have  no  hospital 
to  take  our  patients  to,  but  it  is  expected  that  soon  a hospital, 
common  to  the  VVharfedale  Union,  will  he  erected  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  then  early  and  complete  isolation  will  Ije 
possible. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  is  extremely  low  ; more 
intelligent  ideas  are  prevailing  respecting  the  feeding  and  care 
of  infants  of  tender  months,  and  we  have  to  thank  our  village 
nurse  (Nurse  Williams)  for  the  unremitting  and  skilful  attention 
which  she  has  shown  in  her  care  of  these  little  ones. 

Consumption  is  not  so  prevalent  in  the  district  as  it  was  at 
one  time  ; I cannot  ascribe  any  reason  for  this,  unless  it  is  that 
under  healthier  conditions  children  prone  to  this  are  growing  up 
stronger,  and  more  able  to  resist  its  onset.  ^^Certain  it  is  that 
great  progress  is  shown  in  making  our  dwelling  houses  healthier 
places  to  live  in,  and  over-crowding  is  avoided  by  the  erection 
of  many  new  houses  of  a better  class  for  working  people. 
Under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  seven  cases 
were  reported,  six  of  enteric  fever,  and  one  of  scarlatina. 

SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Considerable  progress  can  be  reported  in  the  state  of 
sanitation  in  the  village.  Many  old  standing  nuisances  have 
been  remedied,  and  all  new  plans  have  been  considered  from  a 
high  standpoint  of  sanitary  perfection. 
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From  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Oldroyd, 
it  appears  that  among  other  complaints  which  hav'e  been  made 
and  received  attention,  two  soil  pijtes  and  closets  in  Elm  Grove 
have  been  re-constructed,  several  privy-middens  have  been  con- 
verted to  tubs  or  w'ater-carriage  system,  and  twelve  sink  pipes 
have  been  disconnected  from  the  drains.  The  serious  nuisance 
at  Woodhead,  on  Mr.  Ilainsworth’s  property,  has  been  partly 
remedied,  and  at  the  Hermit  Inn  the  keeping  of  pigs  near  the 
premises  has  been  prohibited.  There  is  a very  badly  drained 
farmyard  on  the  Emsley  Estate,  tenanted  by  Mr.  J.  Hartley, 
and  the  trustees  have  had  notice  to  abate  the  nuisance.  The 
farms  and  cow-sheds  have  been  inspected,  and  any  deviation 
from  the  bye-laws  pointed  ont.  The  lime-washing  of  these 
j)laces  was  generally  carried  out  in  the  autumn.  A thorough 
inspection  of  these  places  so  far  as  possible  was  made  by  myself 
and  the  inspector,  and  will  be  repeated  in  the  spring. 

The  connecting  of  the  Elm  Grove  drains  with  the  main 
sewer  has  net  been  begun;  plans  have  been  drawn  and  approved 
but  the  work  hangs  fire,  it  is  essential  that  this  piece  of  work 
should  be  done  without  delay,  otherwise  expense  will  be  caused 
to  the  town.Tip  in  future  dealings  with  the  owners  of  the  corn 
mill  dam.  This  source  of  contention  was  effectually  cleaned  out 
in  the  early  summer,  and  is  now  in  a less  noxious  state  than  it 
has  been  for  some  years  past.  The  work  was  thoroughly  done, 
and  no  pollution  of  the  river  was  permitted. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  re- 
establishment of  the  scources  of  the  water  supply.  For  some 
time  past  the  pipes  from  some  of  the  springs  had  been  choked 
up  with  roots,  &c. , causing  the  supply  to  run  short.  Energetic 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Water  Committee  resulted  in  these 
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pipes  being  all  replaced  by  new  ones,  and  at  the  same  time  an 
extensive  leakage  from  the  high  level  reservoir  was  discovered. 
There  is  now  a free  flowing  supply  of  water,  more  than 
sufficient  for  our  needs  and  those  of  the  new  County  Asylum 
to  be, erected.  The  water  from  all  the  sources  was  analyzed  in 
November,  and  nothing  deleterious  was  found  in  it.  It  is  a 
very  pure  water  and  has  no  action  on  lead. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  no 
complaints  have  arisen  about  them. 

The  weel<ly  removal  of  tubs,  pails,  &c. , during  the  year 
has  been  done  regularly,  without  complaint,  and  with  as  little 
nuisance  as  possible  under  the  system,  but  a place  for  cleansing 
the  tubs  with  a flush  of  water  is  still  a desideratum. 

I have  to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  courteous  attention 
to  my  various  reports  during  the  year,  and  trust  that  my  next 
Annual  Report  will  show  still  further  development  in  the 
prosperity  of  your  district, 

I am,  yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


OTLEY  ; 
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